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Honorable Sam Gejdenson
House of Representatives
2416 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gejdenson:

This is in reply to your letter of February 25, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of y~ur constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and-the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincere1yJo- __

~~
J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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February 25, 19~3

SAM GEJDENSON
20 DISTRICT .

CONNECTICUT .

COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

CHAI""'N.
SUICOMMtnU ON ~T""AL

• ECONoMte POliCY »'NO T~.DE·

. ."'----r- .

COM..itrsE ON liIjj;RIOR '.
'.uoo IN~iULAR Al!FAlils ,..~ ~ .
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. ADMINlmAnON .. , •

DEMOCRATIC SnElliNG AND
I'QI.ICY .COMMITTEE

MAJORITY WHIP AT-tARGE

Office of The Se~retary
Federal Communications amsn.
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir Or Ma'am:

Enclosed are copies of letters I received from several
constituents expressing their opposition to proposed FCC changes
regarding the 72-76 MHz band used by radio control airplane
hobbyists. I request that these letters be made part of the record
of public comment on this issue.

I would add that I commend my constituents' safety concerns,
which are well articulated in these letters. I trust that the
final rulemaking on this issue will reasonably accommodate the
needs of radio control aircraft hobbyists.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS





From;-

To:-

Paul S. Strawmyre
38 Center St.
Rockville,.Ct.06066

Dear Sir,

It· has recently corne to my attention that the Federal
Communications Commission(FCC) is con.sidering an action that
will severely limit and potential·ly eliminate a very important·
hobby of mine, namely, radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes,
helicopters and boats.

Their Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket
92-235 replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90
allows for safe use of RIc aircraft and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies
used by RIc enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users
use of frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to
us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the
72 MHz·band and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band now
used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will likely be·
affected.

Tnis action will have a severe, detrimental effect upon
me and the entire RIc hobby industry. If put into effect, my
airplane or helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a
mobile user I'd have no way of knowing about. This would create a
disastrous situation in which physical injury, perhaps fatal, and
property damage could occur.

I have been involved in this hobbyfor/2~years. I own 3
radios and cg model planes, lJ,elicopt~s, .gars and eea~. In
addition, I have numerous engines, and much expensive equipment
to support my hobby. When you consider that there are hundreds of
thousands of other RIc hobbyists in the USA just like me, you may
appreciate that these proposed rule changes· will·affect a lot of
people economically and ~n terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to intervene on my behalf and object to this
this Proposal. Insist that the FCC keep the present 10 Khz
spacing between all frequencies on 75 MHz and 72 MHz bands
available for safe use by RIc enthusiasts. Please don't let them
eliminate this hobby, which not only of great pleasure for many,
but also a constructive activity that has encouraged youngsters
to follow careers in the sciences. .

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Dear Sir,

. '. " ,' .

It has -recently come to my attention
Communications Commission(FCC) is considering

. will. seyerely 'limit and potentially eiiminate
hobby of mine, namely, radio controlled (RIC)
helicopters and boats.

Their Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket
92-235 replaces Part 98 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 98
allows for safe use of RIc aircraft and surface models by· keeping
18 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies
used by RIc enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users
use of frequencies within 2.S Khz of frequencies available to
us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the S8 channels on the
72 MHz band and 18 of the 38 frequencies on the 7S MHz band now
used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will likely be
affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental effect upon
me and the entire RIc hobby industry. If put into effect, my
airplane or helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a
mobile user I'd have no way of knowing about. This would create a
disastrous situation in which physical injury, perhaps fatal, and
property damage could occur.

I have been involved in this hobby for'Z.O years. I own 2.
radios and ~ model planes, 'helicopters, cars and boats. In
addition, I have numerous engines, and much expensive equipment
to support my hobby. When you consider that there are hundreds of
thousands of other RIc hobbyists in the USA just like me, you may
appreciate that these proposed rule changes will affect a lot of
people economically and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to intervene on my behalf and object to this
this Proposal. Insist that the FCC keep the present 18 Khz
spacing between all frequencies on 7S MHz and 72 MHz bands
available for safe use by RIc enthusiasts. Please don't let them
eliminate this hobby, which not only of great pleasure for many,
but also a constructive activity that has encouraged youngsters
to follow careers in the sciences.

Thank you for your consideration.
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ROBERT E. LEIPER
'. 47 DIANE COURT
VERNO~,CT 06066

..... February 10;.~99~ .... . ...

l fo'Z'11'Representative Samuel Gejdenso~J ..
74 West Main .street .~ .

Norwich, cr·0636O '.' y'-\
Dear Representative Gejdenson: ..(j
I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the
uAAhiJity of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. 'Ibis band is primarily used for pri~te land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other. Now
the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio contro~ we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators
and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the
FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weight as much as 30 or 40
pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are cable of causing property
damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We
often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the
use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do net think it is •...ise of the FCC to seek to imprcv~ Hie operatir.g conditions of land mobile ~adio users at
the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The' hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry outs its proposals
for the 72-76 MHz band.

I am interested in hearing your views on this subject.

Very truly yours,

~
'-'--"-~....'--

,~ .' .~.-,:
'"-- c

Robert E. Leiper



February 2, 1993

-~., .

The Honorable Sam Gejdenson- ,- -. - ~?:
_United States House of Representatives -
Washington, DC 20515 .,~ . . 'l:)L
Delrr Representative Gejdenson:. . ..~ 1.7() .. . ..
.~'ha~e'been 'inte~::~:~~~~Qn' iOr~··io~g as' I ~~~~be;:' '.I:~ an' acti~e'~mIJC~ito~ in local ~d·i ::'. --......
nationalevents. I am very aCtive m: four local clubs whose members enjoy constructing and'operating radio
controlled model a;irplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Cominission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 9~-235~ If adopted, the new. rules will
greatly reduce the usability offrequencies cUrrently assigned for model use and increase the 'risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes. -

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 .- 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from'
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with ~e
other. :;':i

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that ofthe 50 frequencies
that are presently available for radio control ofmodel airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these
new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection ofproperty. Many ofour safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use ofthe radio control frequencies. Ifthe number ofusable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or
40 pounds. The specific models I fly range up to 26 pounds and have an 88 inch wingspan. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, or even death ifradio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often
fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds ofoperators participate. One of the clubs
to which I belong flies in a State Park. We need the use ofour full complement of radio frequencies in
order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise ofthe FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users
at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours ofenjoyment to thousands ofpeople like myself and contributes to the advancement
and development ofthe commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Robert W Boulais, 133 Evergreen Road, Vernon CT 06066
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. The Hon9rable Samu~l
74 W·•. M9-in St.

:. ~Nor.Wich~ CT~ .. ~

Dear Mr. Gejdenson,

fEB 1D:1993

Gejdenson

.. .. :. ".".

'.

. r cb v ...:1993

fEB 0 "11993
329 Flanders Rvr. Rd.
Coventry, Ct. OQ23B
January :29,.1993' '. . ~

..... .. fl~{><t

I have been fascinated by aviation for most of my life. For years
my family and·! deFived many hours of relaxatiQn and family orientate~
fun from the construction and operation of radio controlled model aircraft.

As an RIC enthusiast and engineer, working in the aerospace field, I
am very concerned about the Federal Communication Commission (F.C.C.)
proposed rule changes being considered under PR DOCKET 92-235.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
already dominated by mobile dispatch operations. To date, we have success
fully shared this space because the radio control frequencies have been far
enough away from the mobile dispatch frequencies to prevent interference.

It is imperative that you understand that if the frequencies get
rearranged as proposed, such that more mobile dispatch channels are
positioned closer to the radio control frequencies, you will effectivly
eliminate half of the frequencies allowed for radio control aircraft use.

For years, the millions of us who have enjoyed this sport have taken
great pains to make it as safe as possible ..The random keying of dispatch
radios, at 4 times the output power of our RIc units, would cause havoc
with our flight operations. Model planes can be very large (10FT wing spans)
and heavy (40 Lbs) and can travel at fast speeds. Loss of control can result
in serious property damage and personal injury or, more typically, the
destruction of an aircraft that involved a serious investment of labor and
money.

RIC enthusiast have recently been required to upgrade to new narrow
band equipment and this proposal would make half of these systems very
risky to operate.

I understand the pressures that you may be subjected to by big industry
lobbyist but PLEASE consider the many individuals who will suffer the
consequences if you approve this proposal. Please vote wisely, vote to
DEFEAT PR docket 92-235.

Help us stop the
equipment and help us
pastime that it is.

obsolescence of millions of dollars in new
sport the safe, enjoyable and rewarding

Sincerely,

2r:~~~~o
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Dear Sir,

It has recen~ly came to my attention that the Federal
. C.QItUnunication·s Commission(FCC) is considering an action that
will. severely limit and potentially eliminate a very important
hobby of mine, namely, radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes,
helicopters and boats.

~neir Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Dock~t

92-235 replaces Part 9~ of the rules with a new Part 88. Part ~0

allows for safe use of Ric aircraft and surface models by keeping
Ie Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies
used by Ric enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users
use of frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to
us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 5~ channels on the
72 MHz band and Ie of the 3e frequencies on the 75 MHz band now
used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will likely be
affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental effect upon
me and the entire RIc hobby industry. If put into effect, my
airplane or helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a
mobile user I'd have no way of-knowing about. This would create a
disastrous situation in which physical injury, perhaps fatal, and
property damage could occur.

I have been involved in this hobby for ~ears. I own h
radios and h model planes, helicopters, cars and boats. In
addition, I have numerous engines, and much expensive equipment
to support my hobby. When you consider that there are hundreds of
thousands of other Ric hobbyists in the USA just like me, you may
appreciate that these proposed rule changes will affect a lot of
people economically and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to intervene on my behalf and object to this
this Proposal. Insist that the FCC keep the present Ie Khz
spacing between all frequencies on 75 MHz and 72 MHz bands
available for safe use by Ric enthusiasts. Please don't let them
eliminate this hobby, which not only of great pleasure for many,
but also a constructive activity that has encouraged youngsters
to follow careers in the sciences.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Dear Sam:

The Honorable Sam Gejdenson
US House of Repr~sentatives

Washington, DC 20515
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WILLIAM M. CLARK

12 OTIS STREET

OLD SAYBROOK

CbNNEC·TlC.UT 06475

203-388-49'70
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For many years I have enjoyed the .hobby of radio contr airplane flying
and witnessed its effect on helping youngsters to develop creative
skills and expanding their interests into the field of engineering.

I am concerned about the proposed rules under consideration by the FCC
(P~ Docket 92-235). These proposed new regulations will seriously
reduce the frequencies assigned for radio control model use. They will,
if adopted, increase the risk of accidents.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
also used for private land mobile dispatch operations. At present our
radio control frequencies are far enough apart from the land mobile ones
so we have been able to share the band without interfering with
eachother.

The FCC would create more land mobile frequencies and many of the new
land mobile frequencies would move closer to ours. This could cause
mutual interference and overlap. .1 understand the model radio control
frequencies would be reduced from 50 to 19.

When we fly we go to great lengths to assure safety. This depends, to a
large extent, on the control of the radio frequencies. If the number of
frequencies we can use is reduced congestion will occur .... SAFETY
MARGINS WILL BE REDUCED.

Many of our models weigh up to 40 pounds and travel at speeds over 40
mph. They are capable of serious personal and property damage if radio
interference causes loss of control.

We need the full use of all our current frequencies to maintain this
safety record.

Our hobby is large and growing. It is not likely restricting the radio
frequencies will reduce the number of planes flying ... ONLY INCREASEE THE
RISK OF HARM.

Please help to continue the safe enjoyment of this widespread and
popular hobby. Do not favor the proposals for the 72-76MHz band.

YOU7bjf?!!t£
William M. Clark
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The Honorable Sam Gejdenson
2416 RlioB
Washington. D.C. 20515-0702

Dear Mr. Gejdenson.

As a flyer of radio controlled model airplanes. I am
concerned with PR Docket 92-235 proposed rule changes
under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission. As I understand it. they are considering
creating more land mobile frequencies narrowing the band
widths.

This will reduce the number of frequencies available and
put frequencies closer together which would create
dangerous interference for radio controlled aircraft.As
responsible and safe modelers. we feel causing the loss of
control of an aircraft with the possibility of injury to
ground personnel would not be acceptable.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. To date. our frequencies have been far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies to not cause any
safety concerns.

Radio control modeling is a great way to pursue an
interest in aviation and points many youngsters toward a
career in aviation. Please help us continue to enjoy the
sport by having the FCC come up with an alternative to
using the 72-76MHz band for more frequencies.

~:f"·'
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','The 'Honorable,'S'a:m' GeJdenson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mister' Gejdenson:,

, ,I ,am a,surgeonbyprof~ssion, but have been interested in aviation fqr as ,long as
I can remember. 'My father was a Naval Aviator, and I have been buildingfly'ing
models for many years. I am very concerned 'about I?roposed rules that are
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band, which is also used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. Currently, our frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other. Now, however, the
FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies b~T splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I understand that of the 50 frequencies
that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 will, be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we take every precaution to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
propert~T. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and
use of radio control frequencies, but if the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the' FC C, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please be aware that many models have wing spans of 10 feet or more, and may
weigh 40 or more pounds. The models themselves are expensive and represent
hundreds (or even thousands) of hours invested, but more importantly they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the aircraft. We often fl;y ou!'
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in or'der to assure a
safe flJ'ing environment.

I do not think it is wise of the rcc to seek to increase the frequencies available to
land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. Many of us have
thousands of dollars invested in radio equiprnent--I have 4 transmitters and 6
models--which ma;y become unusable if these proposed changes are enacted. This
hobb;y provides many hours of enjoJ.·ment to thousands of people like myself and
generates "spin-off" benefits in man~' directions, such as commercial a viatioa.
Please help me and man,Y others continue the safe enjoJ'ment of my pastime OJ.' not
allowing the FCC to carr;y out its proposals for the 72-76 ~~Hz band.
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The Honorable Sam Gejdenson
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Gejdenson:

February 3" 19.93

I am a 35-year-old Mechanical Engineer at Electric Boat and enjoythe technical
challenge of building (from scratch) multi-engine, scale model airplanes and the
satisfaction of flying them by radio control. I am an active member of a local
radio control club which participates in such civic events as mall shows for
public display, and air shows at the Essex Valley Retirement Home.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration
by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily
used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and
cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted. The other transmitters are
typically more powerful than our hobby transmitters and therefore are more
likely to interfere from an adjacent channel.

.
When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders, and the protection of property.
Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the



Stanley E. Dapkus
134 BaytholomewRoad
Middletown, CT 06457
Febyuayy 12, 1993
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Th~ HonbYabl~ S~m 'Gejdenson"
2416Raybu~n House, O~~i~e Building
W~.hingto~~"DC,"20515~6702' "' ".

. .. '.' . . :'.. .. . .

Dear M~. Gejdenson~

. ".

.."'. ~

.....

ram the' president o~"a model airplane 'Club in the Middlesex',
couhty ayea whose membeys enjoy building and ~lying yadi6
contyolled model aiYcYa~t. It is a hobby/spoyt that is enjoyed by
people o~ all ages, ~Yom childyen to YetiYees (who make up the
majoyity o~ OUy club). It teaches and yewayds cra~tsmanship and
hand/eye coordination as well as sa~ety consciousness.

I am alaymed that the Fedeyal Communications Commission
(FCC) is considering yules (PR Docket 92-235) that would e~~ect

ively allow high powey commercial mobile yadio tyansmissions on
~Yequencies that aye so close to those pyeviously designated ~oy

model hobby use, that they aye within the allowable toleyance o~

oUY equipment! That is, these tyansmissions would unpYedictably
cause loss o~ contYol o~ oUY models.

As a membey club o~ the Academy o~ Model Aviation, (AMA)
oUY club and it's members take many sa~ety pyecautions to assure
the sa~ety o~ the opeyatoys, bystanders and pyopeyty dUYing model
operation. As proposed, the 50 channels we have pyeviously been
allocated would shrink to only 19 that we could sa~ely use. This
would mean that many thousands o~ dollars woyth o~ equipment we
own would be yendeyed unusable, at a time in ouy cuyrent national
economic situation when most o~ ouy members, on ~ixed incomes, can
ill a~~oyd to yeplace it.

I think it is both unwise and un~air o~ the FCC to seek to
impyove the opeYating conditions o~ land mobile radio users at the
expen~e o~ radio contYol modeleys who have invested layge sums o~

money and time in a hobby/sport that provides many houys o~

enjoyment to many thousands o~ people like ouyselves.

Please help us to continue sa~e enjoyment o~ OUy pastime by
not allowing the FCC to caryy out its proposals ~Oy the 72-76MHz
band. Thank you very much ~oy YOUy attention.

Sincerely,

I:fh£~~kUS
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Dear Sir, 063bD

It has recently come to my attention, that the Federal
Communications Comniission{FCC) ,is cpnsidering :an 'action that,
will se:verely limit and potentiallyeliininate a very important
hobby of mine, namely, radio controlled (Ric) model airplanes,
he'licopters and boats.

Their Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket
92-235 replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90
allows for safe use of RIc aircraft and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies
used by RIc enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users
use of frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to
us, eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the
72 MHz band and 10 of the 3e frequencies on the 75 MHz band now
used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will likely be
affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental effect upon
me and the entire Ric hobby industry. If put into effect, my
airplane or helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a
mobile user lid have no way of' knowing about. This would create a
disastrous situation in which physical injury, perhaps fatal, and
property damage could occur.

I have been involved in this hobby for years. I own
radios and model planes, helicopters, cars and boats. In
addition, I have numerous engines, and much expensive equipment

,to support my hobby. When you consider that there are hundreds of
thousands of other RIc hobbyists in the USA just like me, you may
appreciate that these proposed rule changes will affect a lot of
people economically and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to intervene on my behalf and object to this
this Proposal. Insist that the FCC keep the present 10 Khz
spacing between all frequencies on 75 MHz and 72 MHz bands
available for safe use by Ric enthusiasts. Please donlt let them
eliminate this hobby, Which not only of great pleasure for many,
but also a constructive activity that has encouraged youngsters
to follow careers in the sciences.

Thank you for your consideration.
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. Dear ~r. Gejde~son,

.' .

I am an active ·member of a local radio controlled (RC)
model aircraft club. I have· been building and flying RC
models for over 15 years. Modeling has become .a large part
of my life. I have two sons'now ·ages three and five. I am
very much looking forward to the days when I can enjoy this
hobby with my two boys. My oldest boy Alex already shows a
strong interest in aviation.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 12 - 16 MHz
band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be usable if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control,
we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators as well as the bystanders and for the protection
of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control
f~equencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 12 feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
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Dear Representative Gejdenaon:

.:. ,:.: ."

I ha'V(2 been' involve.d in the c.:.nstr.l..lction and ope'I'atie,,") of 'radio
c·ontrolled .model;· be;ats "fe,r :':::0 years, . and del'ive. many hours of
enJoyment and' .·I"·ela7;atie,n 'from this . hobby'. I am vary active in
th.e Bre'ater- Hartford Model BC'2"lt Cl ub E.'1n-d the coverall di~5ti'"i ct, ,:,1
which we are a part. In addition, we aye part of one of three
national 'organizations which provide nationwide support,
communication, and competition foY the model boater. Our members
enjoy constructing and operating these model boa~s. We all have
a lot of money tied up in the models, the radios, and workshops
full of other products necessary to operate th~se models.
Numerous hobby stores and their employees derive their living
from the sale of supplies for these boats. In addition to those
of us involved with the boats, there are many more involved in
radio controlled model airplanes and cai'"s.

I am very concerned about the proposed i'"ule that is currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR docket 92-235. If adopted, the ne~

rule will greatly reduce the useability of frequencies currentl~

assigned for RIC model use and will increase the risk of
accidents and the attendant liability.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primar11y used for private land mobile dispatch

'operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the otheir

•

The Notice of proposed ,Rule Making CNPRM) in PRDocket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of RIC boats, cars, and aircraft by keeping 10 kHz
spacing between 'fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 kHz of frequencies available to us,
causing. radio control interference, thus eliminating safe use of
at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 Mhz band (for RIC
aircraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for
RIC cars and boats) now used by the hobbyists. In fact, more
channels are likely to be affected.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the

(cont.)
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The Honor~ble S~m, Gejdenson

i;r. S" HOl,lSe. o·i'-~e~r~~·~nta,~i~~s,
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Dear Mr~'GejdensOn,

22 Fej3ru?- ry 1993' ..
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I am an engineerh~ve beenairp~a~e modelling since age 7 and am now

51. I hav~ been v~ry active in our local model club ov~r the years. and

it presently has more than 150 members. I have been building radio

controlled model airplanes since 1954 and have seen vast changes and

great improvements to the hobby over the years. Today's technology has

made the hobby very safe and things we only dreamed about in years past

are now possible. It is a great hobby for todays youth right through to

retirement.

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that currently under

consideration by the Federal, Communications Commission (FCC). The

proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly

reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and

increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling

model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band

is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,

our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the

land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without

either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting

them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a

result, many land.mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio

control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.

The land mobile systems use very powerful transmitters and will quite

easily interfere with our equipment at fairly long ranges. I am told

that of the 50 frequencies that presently available for radio control of

model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are

adopted.
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"The Honorable Sam Geidenson
U: S. House ofRepresentatives
WaShington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Geidenso~:

",

"Alfred C. DiOl).
" 17 High Street
'..Noank,·CT· 0634Q" .:'
.;F'ebruary23, 1993'" .. "

Re: PR Docket 92-235

I am a sport flyer and derive many hours of enjoyment from constructing and operating
radio controlled model airplanes.

I own six (6) pieces of radio equipment worth approximately $2000 that would be rendered
unusable if this frequency assignment is adopted.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are ,in the 72 -76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interferulg with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandWidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am
told t.hat of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes"
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin ofsafety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive tothe
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